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who have attempted to solve them, we know of none who has entered 
on his task with a more truly reverent spirit, or proceeded in his dis- 
cussion in a more calm, cautious, and impartial temper, than the author 
of this volume. One who has had his soul vexed in reading the huge 
mass of false reasoning, and extravagant statement, and audacious pre- 
sumption, and, we must add, unscrupulous falsehood, that has been given 
to the public in the few years past in the cause of what is called " Spirit- 
ualism," will turn over the pages of this book with a satisfaction 
heightened almost to intensity by the contrast. "We have in it a 
careful examination of the facts which are thought to prove the reality 
of what Mr. Owen calls ultramundane influences on the soul of man. 
The facts and reasoning are arranged in proper order under the several 
heads of Sleep, Dreams, Haunting, Apparitions of the Living and of the 
Dead, and the Indications of Retribution and Guardianship ; and are pre- 
ceded by a fair and judicious exposition of the true method of inquiry 
into such matters. With no attempt to support a theory, the facts are 
carefully sifted, the evidence for them not overstated, and their true 
bearing as proofs clearly and not extravagantly indicated. The author 
seems in earnest, but it is in the search for truth. He shows no traces 
of the fanaticism which almost always possesses men who pursue such 
investigations. His treatise is rather a judicial argument, than the 
plea of an advocate, or party. The eminent fairness of mind, which 
is apparent on all the pages of this book, will give it a currency, and 
an influence also, which very few essays on this subject have ever 
enjoyed. The author's manifest aim, to derive from the whole dis- 
cussion a new, and, if true, a most powerful argument for the future 
existence of the soul of man,, will also aid both its popularity and its 
effectiveness. 



4. — Commentaries on the Laws of England, in Four Boohs. By Sir 
William Blackstone, Knt., one of the Justices of his Majesty's 
Court of Common Pleas, with Notes selected from the Editions of 
Archbold, Christian, Coleridge, Chitty, Stewart, Kerr, and others, 
Baron Field's Analysis, and Additional Notes, and a Life of the 
Author. By Geokge Sharswood, Professor of Law in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. In two Volumes. Philadelphia: Childs 
and Peterson. 1859. 8vo. pp. 811, 739. Index, 30 columns. 

It has long been known to the profession, that Judge Sharswood of 
Philadelphia was assiduously engaged upon a new edition of Blackstone, 
which the changes in statute-law rendered a necessity to the legal stu- 
dent, and we are pleased to have before us the results of his protracted 
labors. 
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" I have learned in this Law School," writes Professor Parsons of Harvard 
University, " how much students of law needed an American edition of Black- 
stone, which should contain the best parts of the large annotations that have 
accumulated in the English editions, together with new American notes, which 
should bring the law of Blackstone down to our own age and our own country. 
This is precisely what is done by this edition of Judge Sharswood's. How 
well I like it may be inferred from the facts that I have already introduced it 
as a text-book in this Law School, and that I recommend it, emphatically, to 
gentlemen who consult me as to the edition they should buy." 

In the volumes before us we have the result of the labor of years 
devoted to a careful examination and revision of the twenty-five pre- 
ceding editions of the Commentaries. The work, in its present form, 
will very soon be regarded as indispensable to every lawyer who would 
not run the risk of exposing his ignorance in court, or hazarding his 
client's interest in consultation. Of the copiousness of the annotations, 
the reader may judge from a single statement. The Introduction, " Of 
the Study, Nature, and Extent of the Laws of England," occupies one 
hundred and eighteen pages, of which the notes, if printed together, in 
the same type as the text, would fill about thirty-five pages, or nearly 
one third. The amount of original matter contributed by the American 
editor may be estimated from the fact, that of these notes thirty-five 
bear the signature of Judge Sharswood, while thirty-two are by Chris- 
tian, fourteen by Chitty, and three by Stewart. Illustrative extracts 
are added to the Introduction, from Alexander, Bolingbroke, Burke, 
Cicero, Robert Hall, Hooker, Lee, Sir James Mackintosh, Lord Mans- 
field, Chief Justice Marshall, Samuel Warren, and many other writers. 
The 33d Chapter of Book IV., " Of the Rise, Progress, and Gradual 
Improvements of the Laws of England," has been judiciously en- 
riched by learned sketches of the latest enactments by Coleridge, John 
William Smith, Stewart, Warren, and Kerr, which the editor, with his 
characteristic vigilance for the interests of the American student, sup- 
plements by his own comments on the jurisprudence of the United 
States. 

We have quoted the commendation which Professor Parsons bestows 
upon Judge Sharswood's labors. Other eminent authorities concur in 
this opinion. Hon. Emory Washburn remarks : — 

" The student and the profession generally owe him much for undertaking, 
and the manner in which he has accomplished, the work. No lawyer's library 
can be without this edition." 

Hon. Bellamy Storer, of the Supreme Court of Ohio, and Principal 
of the Law School of the Cincinnati College, observes : — 

" Judge Sharswood has done no better work for the profession, during the 
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long period he has so faithfully labored, as author and commentator, than in 
preparing this edition of Blackstone. During the last forty years I have had 
occasion to examine every reprint of the ' Commentaries,' edited, as several 
have been, with much legal ability ; and, without doing any injustice to others, 
I am constrained to say, the volumes before me have my decided preference. 
The arrangement of the notes to each topic, their fulness, with the author's 
clear perception of his subject, render them of the greatest value to the stu- 
dent, not only as explanatory of the text, but as presenting a very interesting 
compend of the present state of the law. I have recommended this edition to 
the students in our Law School as a text-book." 

Professor Wedgwood of the Law Department of the University of 
the City of New York, and Dr. Battle of the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina, and Professor of Law in the University of North Carolina, 
add their attestations to the excellences of this edition. To quote tes- 
timonies to the value of Blackstone's Commentaries to the law-student 
is rather a work of supererogation at this day. To the general reader 
the Commentaries may be, they undoubtedly are, a "luxury," and 
something more ; to the lawyer, young, old, or middle-aged, they are a 
" necessity." 

When Lord Mansfield was asked to indicate the proper books to be 
perused by a student of law, — 

" Till of late," he replied, "I could never, with any satisfaction to myself, 
answer that question ; but since the publication of Mr. Blackstone's Commen- 
taries, I am never at a loss. There your son will find analytical reasoning, 
diffused in a pleasant and perspicuous style. There he may imbibe impercep- 
tibly the first principles on which our excellent laws are founded ; and there 
he may become acquainted with an uncouth, crabbed author, Coke upon Lit- 
tleton, who has disappointed many a tyro, but who cannot fail to please in a 
modern dress." 

We would warmly recommend this edition, as equally suited to the 
professional and the general library. These volumes are, indeed, beau- 
tiful, displaying the highest style of typography and all its subsidiary 
arts, — handsome enough for a Christmas present to the Lord Chief 
Justice of England. They do credit to a house whose publications 
have contributed very largely toward establishing the high reputation 
of the Philadelphia press for artistical taste, skill, and excellence. We 
welcome works of this character with peculiar pleasure ; for if any- 
thing is, under Providence, to save our republic from anarchy, it must 
be the conservative influence of the law and its learned professors ; 
and among its professors, Judge Sharswood, the editor of these volumes, 
for legal erudition, judicial integrity, purity of life, and zeal for the 
highest interests of mankind, justly occupies a distinguished position. 



